Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me und my colleague Mr. Prof. Li to attend the opening ceremony of the 4th meeting of the Sino- German University Presidents Forum. Please allow me to send the warm greeting of his Excellency Mr. Ambassador Wu Hongbo to you all and to express congratulations to the opening of the meeting on behalf of the Chinese Embassy in the Federal Republic of Germany.

Some four years ago the forum for university presidents between China and Germany was born, and still it is very young. Like any small child the forum has since its birth been the focus of much care and hope, and we all hope this child will one day grow up as a strong and direct link between the universities in China and Germany. I am very happy today to have this opportunity to thank you all who have made great contributions to this development. 

Ladies and gentlemen,

Please allow me this opportunity to give a short brief on the academic exchange for further strategic discussion. By doing this, I want to focus on issues which are mostly based on my daily experiences in my meetings with students, scholars, university leaders and administrators of academic institutions both in China and Germany.

The spectrum of the academic links between the universities of both sides is so broad that the Embassy can hardly have a complete overview. Some figures will give an indication of the intensity of exchange and corporation in the academic field:

· There are about 25.000 Chinese students in Germany at present, the biggest group among foreign students in Germany

· More than 2000 German students study in China

· There are Scholarship programs for German students in cooperation with DAAD, der Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes and German universities directly such as universities in Bayern, University Goettingen, FU and TU in Berlin. In 2008 these programs have enabled about 300 German students to study in China.

· Just to mention some programs which are jointly financed by BMBF, DFG and DAAD on the German side, MOE and CSC on the Chinese side. There are project-oriented cooperations such as 4 joint doctorate- training programs, run by 8 universities, with 4 universities on each side. And there is also so called “joint study and research program” for masters students, widely supported and welcomed by enterprises both in China and Germany.

· And we have seen even joint establishment of chairs for the Chinese/China studies and Teaching Chinese as a foreign language

These figures are also combined with Challenges: 

Der Teufel liegt im Detail. The devil lies in the details. But I think it is details that make the things happen, and guarantee a sustainable development of this platform of university presidents’ meeting.  

· Each of the last two years has seen a reduction of more than 5% in numbers of students from China in Germany. One may wonder whether this is a general trend in the interest of Chinese students in studying abroad or an issue specifically related to Germany? I wonder what the real causes could be and what kind of countermeasures we should take to meet this challenge.

· The lack of courses offered in English at Chinese universities dampens the interest of German students to study in China. In addition to that, the inflexible course time makes it even more difficult for German students to decide to study in China, especially in relation to the very tight time table according to the Bologna Process at German universities. Information to help students and young scientists look for study or research opportunities and for a better orientation on their way of choice is far from enough.

· There are administrative obstacles to student mobility as well, for example, the recognition of academic achievements of Chinese host universities by the German parent university, and vice versa. 

· The existing funding mechanisms are not yet exploited by far, such as Sino- German joint doctorate training and research program, and SFB, even the “joint study and research project” for master program needs a further development.

Distinguished university leaders!

The above mentioned are some issues, which I have observed, and which are waiting for solutions. For this, I think the service providers for university cooperation between our two countries like the Chinese Embassy in Berlin are ready to make joint effort together with universities. In this sense, I wish the conference every success and fruitful discussion.  I am sure the forum will be a strong and successful link to promote Sino- German academic cooperation.

Thank you!
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